Huntsville Volleyball Association (HVBA) 

Gym Info / Rules
Last Updated: 12.Aug.2018
Obviously, the gyms are very important. Since we don’t own or run our own gyms, and we are not a city-sponsored sports program, the gyms we have are rented to us as a courtesy and through the relationships we have built with them over the years.  So, we as an organization and players are “guests” at the gym and must be on our best behavior. They are rented for the adult volleyball league and its players, and are not for use by the general public.
See HVBA website for gym locations.

Gym Times

· Gym opening and closing times must be kept. Do not enter before (unless allowed), and must be OUT of gyms by closing time, and out of parking lot 5 minutes later. 
Most gyms: 6-9:30pm. 

  EXCEPTIONS: Central 6-10pm
· MUST BE OUT BY closing time. Games should start within 10-20 minutes of opening time. Use a 'cooperative' approach -- start when teams are there and ready without jeopardizing the last matches' full 3-games. If last game is not started within 30 minutes of closing time, the game will be to 21 or 15, so you’re finished with the game and out of the gym before close. Usually, ALL games must end 10 minutes before close and the score recorded. The last refereeing team is responsible for getting the score sheet to their Division Rep, and is responsible for ensuring the gymnasium is left in order.

Gym Staff

· Each player represents HVBA to the gym personnel. Be courteous to staff at gyms, get to know the folks there; help them out if needed. If you have a complaint with an attendant, do not confront them.  Take up the matter with the HVBA Board and we’ll get it settled.
Behavior / Rules

· No vulgar language or aggressive behavior. No eating or drinking allowed in the gym. [Most have drink-holding areas. Water bottles may be ok. Check with gym staff.]

· These are NOT open gyms. HVBA is paying to use the gyms ONLY for HVBA volleyball. No other activities or groups allowed. Do not touch or use any other gym equipment that is not HVBA’s.

· No children (1. safety reasons, 2. adult league/night out, 3. incident @ Stone in 2005). 
Exceptions: Family out to watch; the rare occasion you have to be there so team doesn’t forfeit: children must have parental supervision at all times and are out of the playing area completely.  

· Closure conditions: gyms are not closed unless officially closed and/or closure announcement from HVBA. Make your own call in bad weather. If gym is open and you don’t play, you may forfeit if date cannot be made up.

· Berachah: ceiling is OUT. Panels are loose and hard to replace.

Security

· Car break-ins can occur. Keep eye on parking lot. No valuables within view inside car. 
· Keys, valuables inside gym bags in gym.
· Keep an eye out for those not associated with HVBA and politely escort them out.

· < other, special conditions at specific gyms >
Equipment

Remember, you’re financing HVBA and the equipment, etc…

· Keep the equipment storage areas in good condition.  

· Game balls  (clearly marked)  should be used during games only – they are not for warm-ups.  We play many matches a week, across many divisions at the gyms, and the volleyballs take a beating, and we already spend too much $$ on volleyballs. Refereeing teams are responsible for securing the game balls and placing on the referee stand in between games. Everyone is responsible for knowing they are not to use game balls for warm-ups!
· Bags at gyms will contain supplies such as rule book, score sheets, pens, balls, and pump. If supplies are running low, tell Division Rep or contact HVBA.

· Ball choices are Molten 5000 (Swirley) or PRO and Tachikara GOLD. If no agreement between team captains on ball to use, Molten 5000 is the default.

· Gyms that require net setup:  First team refereeing must (show up early) and setup the nets and prepare the courts. Last refereeing team must take down the nets and organize and store all equipment. There is a handout in the folder in the HVBA gym bag that explains where equipment is stored and how to setup/take down the nets.

· The last refereeing team is responsible for turning in the score sheet(s) to the Division Rep and is responsible for ensuring the gymnasium is left in order.
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